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Contact: claudia.oliveira@dlanc.com for more information 

 
 

 
 

Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de avisar al Concejo Vecinal 3 días de trabajo (72 horas) antes 
del evento. Por favor contacte Secretaria BellaNaomi Ostby por correo electrónico 
bellanaomi.ostby@dlanc.com.com para avisar al Concejo Vecinal. 

 
 

 

 
Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the agenda that are within the Board’s 
jurisdiction will be heard during the General Public Comment period. Please note that under the Brown Act, 
the Board is prevented from acting on a matter that you bring to its attention during the General Public 
Comment period; however, the issue raised by a member of the public may become the subject of a future 
Board meeting. Public comment is limited to 2 minutes per speaker unless adjusted by the presiding officer 
of the Board. 
 
Instructions on how to sign up for public comment will be given to listeners at the start of the meeting. 
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1.​ Call to Order/Roll Call 6:39PM 

Kristen Gaer 
A 

Alisha Henderson P 
Hakeem 
Parke-Davis 

P 

Claudia Oliveira 
P 

Ana Carril-Grumberg P 
Leonel Aguilar P-ALT 

7:20PM 

Jens Midthun P René Ledezma A Allen Gross  P-ALT 

VACANT - Center City 
East Business 

 
“Russian Rick” Young A 

Lori Aliksanian A 

Damion Wagner 
P 

Tyler Murphy  P 
Ben Bass Resigned 

Pablo Fontoura 
P VACANT - Historic Core 

Business  
Debby Zhou P 

BellaNaomi Ostby P Luis M. Gonzalez-Salas P Lawrence Carroll P - 7:12 

VACANT - Civic 
Center/Financial 
District Business 

 Heera Kapoor 

P 

Noreen Ahmed P 

6:44PM - 14 
7:12PM - Lawrence - 15 
7:20PM - Leo Alternate - 16 
7:28PM - Alisha Absent - 15 
7:30PM - Alisha Returned - 16 
8:06PM - Alisha Absent - 15 
8:13PM - Alisha Returned - 16 
 
2.​ General Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items ​  
​ Comments from the public on agenda items will be heard only when the respective item is being 

considered. Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the agenda that are 
within the Board’s jurisdiction will be heard during the General Public Comment period. Please 
note that under the Brown Act, the Board is prevented from acting on a matter that you 
bring to its attention during the General Public Comment period; however, the issue raised 
by a member of the public may become the subject of a future Board meeting.  Public 
comments are limited to two minutes per speaker with a total time of ten minutes. (The chair, 
depending on the number of speakers and time considerations, may change these parameters.).  

3.​ Declaration of Ex-Parte Communications 
Debby - PLUC presenters 
Claudia - everybody on agenda 
BellaNaomi - neighbors re: PLUC agenda item 

4.​ President’s Report  
5. Speakers  

a.​ City/County/State/Federal elected officials or representatives 
b.​ Liaisons Reports 

 
6.​ Board Seats (all items subject to discussion and possible action)  

a.​ None 
 



 
7.​ Approval of Minutes (all items subject to discussion and possible action)  

a.​ Approval of January 2025 Board of Director Minutes 
Damion motioned to approve, Lawrence seconded 
Y(14), N(0),  
Abstain(1) -  BellaNaomi 
 

8.​ Consent Calendar (all items subject to discussion and possible action)  
a.​ Appointment of Monique Alvarado as alternate for Leonel Aguilar (Social Service 

Providers) 
b.​ Appointment of Rodney Stone to Planning and Land Use Committee 

​ ​ Both items taken on consent 
​    Debby motioned to approve appointments, Damion seconded  
​    Y(15), N(0), Abstain (0) 

 
9.​ Old Business  - None 

 
10.​New Business (all items subject to discussion and possible action) 

a.​ Treasurer’s Items:  
i.​ Approval of December 2024 MERS 

$2,100 reimbursement from translation services 

Luis motioned to approve, Damion seconded 

Kristen Gaer 

A 

Alisha Henderson 

A 
7:28
PM 

Hakeem 
Parke-Davis 

Y 

Claudia Oliveira Y Ana Carril-Grumberg Y Leonel Aguilar Ineligible 

Jens Midthun Y René Ledezma A Allen Gross  Y 

VACANT - Center City 
East Business 

 
“Russian Rick” Young A 

Lori Aliksanian A 

Damion Wagner 
Y 

Tyler Murphy  Y 
Ben Bass Resigned 

Pablo Fontoura 
Y VACANT - Historic 

Core Business  
Debby Zhou Y 

BellaNaomi Ostby 

A
bs
tai
n 

Luis M. 
Gonzalez-Salas Y 

Lawrence Carroll Y 

VACANT - Civic 
Center/Financial 
District Business 

 Heera Kapoor 

Y 

Noreen Ahmed Abstain 

 
ii.​ Approval of January 2025 MERS 

 ​ ​          Tabling until next month, not ready yet 
iii.​ Approval of inventory document 

                    Jens motioned to approve, Damion seconded 

​ ​ ​     Hakeem reported missing items - DLANC tent, and step and repeat 



 
​ ​         Pablo adjusted file record 

​ ​ ​     Jose commented that EmpowerLA has the projector at their office 

Kristen Gaer 

A 

Alisha Henderson 

Y 

7:30PM 

Hakeem 
Parke-Davis 

Y 

Claudia Oliveira Y Ana Carril-Grumberg Y Leonel Aguilar Ineligible 

Jens Midthun Y René Ledezma A Allen Gross  Y 

VACANT - Center City 
East Business 

 “Russian Rick” 
Young A 

Lori Aliksanian A 

Damion Wagner 
Y 

Tyler Murphy  Y 
Ben Bass Resigned 

Pablo Fontoura 
Y VACANT - Historic 

Core Business  
Debby Zhou Y 

BellaNaomi Ostby 
N Luis M. 

Gonzalez-Salas Y 
Lawrence Carroll Y 

VACANT - Civic 
Center/Financial 
District Business 

 Heera Kapoor 

Abstain 

Noreen Ahmed Y 

 
iv.​ Discussion and possible action to approve an additional monthly expenditure not 

to exceed $200  for email marketing. Vendors like Brevo, Mailgun, Constant 
Contact, etc. Monies to come from Outreach budget. 

​ ​ ​         Luis motioned to approve, Hakeem seconded 
 

Kristen Gaer 
A 

Alisha Henderson Y 
Hakeem 
Parke-Davis 

Y 

Claudia Oliveira Y Ana Carril-Grumberg Y Leonel Aguilar Ineligible 

Jens Midthun Y René Ledezma A Allen Gross  Y 

VACANT - Center City 
East Business 

 “Russian Rick” 
Young A 

Lori Aliksanian A 

Damion Wagner 
Y 

Tyler Murphy  Y 
Ben Bass Resigned 

Pablo Fontoura 
Y VACANT - Historic 

Core Business  
Debby Zhou Y 

BellaNaomi Ostby 
Y Luis M. 

Gonzalez-Salas Y 
Lawrence Carroll Y 

VACANT - Civic 
Center/Financial 
District Business 

 Heera Kapoor 

Y 

Noreen Ahmed Y 

 
b.​ Rules & Selections - None 



 
 

c.​  PLUC  
Case No: ENV-2021-9959-EIR; CPC-2021-9958-TDR-SPR-HCA; 

VTT-83482-CN-HCA; CPC-2018-6388-SN; CPC-2024-8052-DA 
       Project Name / Location: The Bloc Tower and SUD Project /700 S. Flower Street, 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 

   Project Contact: Andie Adame 
Project Description: A new 53-story tower consisting of 466 new residential units 
to be developed on the southern portion of the site and within and above the 
existing parking/retail podium. A Sign District is proposed that encompasses the 
entire site and proposes a total of 18 signs, consisting of 9 digital display signs, 3 
non-digital wall signs, and 6 non-digital identification signs. 

 
Recommended action: DLANC submit a letter of support for the Applicant’s 

request in Planning Case No.: ZA-2024-3002-CUB. Support is conditioned on the 
following: 
CONDITION 1:  Applicant will maintain pedestrian access if the sidewalk is 
temporarily closed during construction.  
CONDITION 2:  Applicant ensures any temporary walkways covered due to 
construction are provided with adequate lighting. 
CONDITION 3:  Storefronts of ground floor retail retain transparency at all times 
to allow for eyes on the street and pedestrian safety. 
CONDITION 4:  Owner/Operator will come back and present to DLANC PLUC 
should owner/operator change for retail uses serving alcohol. 
CONDITION 5:  Any amplified or outdoor noise shall be mitigated such that it will 
remain in compliance with the LA Noise Ordinance. 
CONDITION 6:  All exterior alcoves or recessed vestibules, such as those for 
egress stairs, maintenance accessways, or loading docks, shall be provided with 
security cameras and lighting. 
CONDITION 7:  Applicant includes a designated space for accommodating pet 
waste within the project to mitigate pet waste polluting public right-of-ways. If this 
is not feasible, a designated area should be provided on the public right-of-way 
along with a specific plan for cleaning and maintenance.   
CONDITION 8:  Applicant shall ensure all digital wall signage, particularly those 
located at 8th and Hope Streets, be equipped with appropriate light emissions 
mitigation technology to prevent light emission/pollution impacts to surrounding 
residential uses. 
CONDITION 9:  Applicant works to develop an enhanced construction logistics 
plan and traffic management plan to minimize disruptions to the community 
during construction. Additionally, the applicant should work to  provide community 
notifications for major closures to the public right of way. 

 
 Committee Vote: Y (6), N (0), Abstention (0), Recusal (2), Absent (2)  

​ ​ Debby and Hakeem recused 
 
​ ​ BellaNaomi motioned to refer back to committee, Pablo seconded 
​ ​  

https://dlanc.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/DRAFT-DLANCsupportletter_ENV-2021-9959-EIR-CPC-2021-9958-TDR-SPR-HCA-VTT-83482-CN-HCA-CPC-2018-6388-SN-CPC-2024-8052-DA.docx-1.pdf


 
​ ​ BellaNaomi stated that the public hearing was delayed, so more public outreach ​
​ ​ should be done. 
​ ​ Public comment:  
​ ​ Reeyan clarified that there was a public hearing two weeks ago. 
​ ​ Rick Nordin confirmed there was a public hearing and he attended. ​ ​
​ ​ Additionally stated that DLANC should be looking out for where TFAR monies go ​
​ ​ and doesn’t believe there is a need to send item back, but wants to add a stipulation ​
​ ​ about where funding is allocated into the support letter. 
​ ​ Leslie Ridings is supportive of the project, does not think it should be referred back ​
​ ​ to committee. Encourages board to support the project. 
 
​ ​ Board comments: 
​ ​ Monique - a major project like this near a transit corridor can have a ​ ​
​ ​ significant impact on lower income communities. What is the applicant’s outreach ​
​ ​ strategy and what % of the units are affordable housing? 
​ ​ Jens - against tabling, has gone through the normal process and hasn’t heard any ​
​ ​ reason to require another level of scrutiny. 
​ ​ Claudia - doesn’t think sending back to PLUC would amount to any change. 
​ ​  

Kristen Gaer 
A 

Alisha Henderson 
A8:06P
M 

Hakeem 
Parke-Davis 

Recused 

Claudia Oliveira N Ana Carril-Grumberg Y Leonel Aguilar Abstain 

Jens Midthun N René Ledezma A Allen Gross  N 

VACANT - Center City 
East Business 

 “Russian Rick” 
Young A 

Lori Aliksanian A 

Damion Wagner 
N 

Tyler Murphy  N 
Ben Bass Resigned 

Pablo Fontoura 
N VACANT - Historic 

Core Business  
Debby Zhou Recused 

BellaNaomi Ostby 
N Luis M. 

Gonzalez-Salas N 
Lawrence Carroll N 

VACANT - Civic 
Center/Financial 
District Business 

 Heera Kapoor 

N 

Noreen Ahmed N 

                            
                           Claudia motioned to support, Jens seconded 
​ ​         Public comment: 
​ ​ ​    Rick Nordin - supports the project, would like amendment for CD14 to allocate TFAR ​​
​ ​ ​    funds to DTLA 
​ ​ ​    Cassie Horton - supports the project, the BLOC is currently a very good neighbor, ​ ​
​ ​ ​    community centered developer. Also wants to see funds kept in DTLA. 
​ ​ ​    Leslie Ridings - supports project 
 
​ ​ ​   Board comments: 
​ ​        Pablo - hopes the project won’t go the way of Angels Flight. Concerned about ​ ​
​ ​ ​   accessibility of Downtown. 



 
​ ​ ​   Jens - supports development, understands that TFAR fund allocations are determined ​
​ ​ ​    by TFAR board and City Council. Is there a way to advocate for the funds to stay within 
​ ​ ​    Downtown. 
​ ​ ​   Monique - wants language added to check in with DT neighborhood plan regarding skid 
​ ​ ​   row neighborhood plan.  
​ ​ ​   Lawrence - Where is the opportunity to have these conversations with developers ​ ​
​ ​ ​   before it gets to this point besides PLUC? The ball is already rolling, what is actually ​ ​
​ ​       going to help us add these friendly amendments? 
                         BellaNaomi - would like to add language regarding TFAR into conditions. 
  

Kristen Gaer 
A 

Alisha Henderson Y 
Hakeem 
Parke-Davis 

Recused 

Claudia Oliveira 
Y Ana 

Carril-Grumberg Y 
Leonel Aguilar Abstain 

Jens Midthun Y René Ledezma A Allen Gross  Y 

VACANT - Center 
City East Business 

 “Russian Rick” 
Young A 

Lori Aliksanian A 

Damion Wagner 
Y 

Tyler Murphy  Y 
Ben Bass Resigned 

Pablo Fontoura 

Y VACANT - 
Historic Core 
Business  

Debby Zhou Recused 

BellaNaomi Ostby 
Abstain Luis M. 

Gonzalez-Salas Y 
Lawrence Carroll Y 

VACANT - Civic 
Center/Financial 
District Business 

 Heera Kapoor 

Y 

Noreen Ahmed Y 

 
​ ​  

d.​ Livability  
i.​ Submission of a CIS against unless amended of on CF 15-1207-S1/S2: Los 

Angeles Convention Expansion Project 
ii.​ Discussion and possible action to approve a community cleanup event along 

Spring Street Park on March 9, 2025 at 9AM 
Debby motioned to bundle and approve, Monique seconded 
 
Public comment: 
Leslie Ridings - supports both submissions 
Cassie Horton - doesn’t think the letter goes far enough. Best days for DTLA businesses 
are when conventions bring crowds. 

 
 
 
Y(15), N(0), Abstain(0), Recusal(1), Absent (4) 
Hakeem recused 
 

e.​ Foreign and Domestic Affairs 

https://dlanc.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Convention-Center_CIS_2025.pdf
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=15-1207-S1
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=15-1207-S2
https://dlanc.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/NCFP-106-Event-Approval-Form_Spring-Street-Community-Cleanup-Event.pdf


 
i.​ Discussion and possible action to submit a CIS In favor of CF 25-0006-S44: Basic 

Income Program / Emergency Cash Assistance Program / Worker Job Loss / 2025 
Windstorm and Wildfire Recovery 
 

​ ​ ​  Committee Vote: Y (4) N (0) A (0) 
 

ii.​ Discussion and possible action to submit a CIS In favor of CF 19-0644-544: 
Towne Avenue / 545 Stanford Avenue / ReFresh Spot / Hygiene Center / Council 
District 14 / Lease 
 

​ ​ ​ Committee Vote: Y (4) N (0) A (0) 
 

iii.​ Discussion and possible action to submit a CIS In favor of CF 24-1562: Benjamin 
Franklin Library / Boyle Heights / Renovation / Expedited Completion\ 
 

                       Committee Vote: Y (4) N (0) A (0) 
 ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ Pablo motioned to bundle three items, Claudia seconded 
​ ​ ​ Public comment: 
​ ​ ​ Reeyan - wants to voice concern on CIS on specific issues outside of our boundaries 
​ ​ ​ Leslie - echos Reeyan’s concern 
​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​ Board comments: 
​ ​ ​ Noreen - what are ways we can collaborate with neighboring NCs on issues 
​ ​ ​ Claudia - requests that in the future Pablo reach out to NCs in the applicable area to ​ ​
​ ​ ​ collaborate / have them present on these type of CIS 
​ ​     Y(15),N(0), Abstain(0) 
​ ​     Hakeem recused 
 
​ ​ ​  

f.​ Outreach - None 
 

g.​ Urban Issues & Resources  - None 
 

h.​ Education Ad-Hoc 
i.​ DTLA Education Report in partnership with DTLA Alliance 

   ​ ​ ​ Looking to have this report ready for next annual Education summit in spring (May). 
​ ​ ​ Lawrence motioned to approve the partnership, Luis seconded 
​ ​ ​ Y(16), N(0), Abstain (0) 
​ ​ ​  

i.​ General Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items  
Comments from the public on agenda items will be heard only when the respective item is 
being considered. Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the 
agenda that are within the Board’s jurisdiction will be heard during the General Public 
Comment period. Please note that under the Brown Act, the Board is prevented from 
acting on a matter that you bring to its attention during the General Public 
Comment period; however, the issue raised by a member of the public may become 
the subject of a future Board meeting.  Public comments are limited to two minutes per 
speaker with a total time of ten minutes. (The chair, depending on the number of speakers 
and time considerations, may change these parameters.) 

j.​ Board Members and Committee Announcements. 
k.​ Next Meeting: March 11th, 2025 

https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2025/25-0006-S44_misc_1-21-25.pdf
https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2019/19-0644_misc_01-15-25.pdf
https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2024/24-1562_misc_12-10-24.pdf


 
l.​ Adjourn 9:22PM 

 
PUBLIC INPUT AT NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETINGS: The public is requested to fill out a “Speaker Card” to address the 
[committee] on any agenda item before the committee takes an action on an item. Comments from the public on agenda items will be 
heard only when the respective item is being considered. Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the agenda that are 
within the committee’s jurisdiction will be heard during the General Public Comment period. Please note that under the Brown Act, the 
committee is prevented from acting on a matter that you bring to its attention during the General Public Comment period; however, the 
issue raised by a member of the public may become the subject of a future committee meeting. Public comment is limited to 2 minutes per 
speaker, unless adjusted by the presiding officer. 
 
CONSENT ITEMS: There will be no separate discussion of Consent items as they are considered routine and will be adopted by one 
motion. If a member of the Board, Committee, or a stakeholder requests discussion on a particular item, that item will be removed from 
Consent and considered separately. Such items will be moved to the end of the agenda. 

 
NOTICE TO PAID REPRESENTATIVES: If you are compensated to monitor, attend, or speak at this meeting, City law may require you to 
register as a lobbyist and report your activity. See Los Angeles Municipal Code §§ 48.01 et seq. More information is available at 
ethics@lacity.org/lobbying. For assistance, please contact the Ethics Commission at (213) 978-1960 or ethics.commission@lacity.org. 

 
PUBLIC ACCESS OF RECORDS: In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a 
majority or all of the board members in advance of a meeting may be viewed on our website by clicking on the following link: 
www.dlanc.com, or at the scheduled meeting. In addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please 
contact the secretary, bellanaomi.ostby@dlanc.com  

 
POSTING: In compliance with Government Code section 54954.2(a), Neighborhood Council agendas are posted for public review at 
Department of Recreation & Parks - Pershing Square Office, 532 S. Olive and at www.dlanc.com. You can also receive our agendas via 
email by subscribing to L.A. City’s Early Notification System at: 
https://www.lacity.org/government/subscribe-agendasnotifications/neighborhood-councils. 

 
RECONSIDERATION AND GRIEVANCE PROCESS: For information on the DLANC’s process for board action reconsideration, 
stakeholder grievance policy, or any other procedural matters related to this Council, please consult the DLANC Bylaws. The Bylaws are 
available at our Board meetings and our website www.dlanc.com. 

 
DISABILITY POLICY: The Downtown Los Angeles Neighborhood Council complies with Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act and 
does not discriminate on the basis of any disability. Upon request, the Downtown Los Angeles Neighborhood Council will provide 
reasonable accommodations to ensure equal access to its programs, services, and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive listening 
devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, please make your request 
at least 3 business days prior to the meeting you wish to attend by contacting the Department of Neighborhood Empowerment at (213) 
978-1551 or email NCSupport@lacity.org. 

 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA PENAL CODE SECTION 403 (Amended by Stats, 1994, Ch. 923, Sec. 159. Effective January 1, 1995.) – 
Every person who, without authority of law willfully disturbs or breaks up any assembly or meeting that is not unlawful in its character, 
other than an assembly or meeting referred to in Section 302 of the Penal Code or Section 18340 of the Elections Code, is guilty of a 
misdemeanor. 

 
SB411 UPDATES: If a Neighborhood Council has a quorum of board members in a physical location, board members who wish to join the 
meeting via teleconferencing must adhere to AB 2449 rules and regulations. If a Neighborhood Council does not have a quorum of board 
members in a physical location, they must adhere to SB 411 rules and regulations. In the event of a disruption that prevents the eligible 
legislative body from broadcasting the meeting to members of the public using the call-in option or internet-based service option, or in the 
event of a disruption within the eligible legislative body’s control that prevents members of the public from offering public comments using 
the call-in option or internet-based service option, the eligible legislative body shall take no further action on items appearing on the 
meeting agenda until public access to the meeting via the call-in option or internet-based service option is restored. Actions taken on 
agenda items during a disruption that prevents the eligible legislative body from broadcasting the meeting may be challenged pursuant to 
Section 54960.1. The eligible legislative body shall not require public comments to be submitted in advance of the meeting and shall 
provide an opportunity for the public to address the legislative body and offer comments in real time. Notwithstanding Section 54953.3, an 
individual desiring to provide public comment through the use of an internet website, or other online platform, not under the control of the 
eligible legislative body, that requires registration to log in to a teleconference may be required to register as required by the third-party 
internet website or online platform to participate. (i) An eligible legislative body that provides a timed public comment period for each 
agenda item shall not close the public comment period for the agenda item, or the opportunity to register, pursuant to subparagraph , to 
provide public comment until that timed public comment period has elapsed. (ii) An eligible legislative body that does not provide a timed 
public comment period, but takes public comment separately on each agenda item, shall allow a reasonable amount of time per agenda 
item to allow public members the opportunity to provide public comment, including time for members of the public to register pursuant to 
subparagraph (D), or otherwise be recognized for the purpose of providing public comment. (iii) An eligible legislative body that provides a 

mailto:ethics.commission@lacity.org
http://www.dlanc.com/
http://bellanaomi.ostby@dlanc.com
http://www.dlanc.com/
https://www.lacity.org/government/subscribe-agendasnotifications/neighborhood-councils
http://www.dlanc.com/
mailto:NCSupport@lacity.org


 
timed general public comment period that does not correspond to a specific agenda item shall not close the public comment period or the 
opportunity to register, pursuant to subparagraph (D), until the timed general public comment period has elapsed. 
 


