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September 25, 2024

Los Angeles City Council
200 N. Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: Support for Council File: 22-1545 – Declaration of Local Emergency Regarding
Homelessness

Dear Honorable Members of the Los Angeles City Council,

We are writing to express our strong support for Council File: 22-1545, which reaffirms
and continues the Declaration of Local Emergency regarding homelessness within the
City of Los Angeles. As members of the Downtown Neighborhood Council representing
Skid Row and City Center East, and as members of the Urban Issues & Resources
Committee, we witness firsthand the challenges faced by our most vulnerable residents
and understand the urgency of addressing this crisis.

The July 7, 2023, Declaration of Local Emergency by the Mayor highlighted the severity
of the homelessness situation in our city, and it is clear that the conditions leading to
that declaration persist today. The reaffirmation and continuation of this local emergency
declaration are essential steps in ensuring that the City has the necessary resources,
flexibility, and authority to respond effectively to this ongoing crisis.

By renewing this declaration, the City Council demonstrates its commitment to
implementing comprehensive and compassionate solutions that address the immediate
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needs of those experiencing homelessness while working towards long-term strategies
that prevent homelessness and promote housing stability.

We urge you to ratify and extend the declaration of a local emergency for an additional
90 days, as outlined in Council File: 22-1545, and to continue prioritizing policies and
initiatives that will bring meaningful relief and support to our unhoused neighbors.
Together, we can make progress in addressing homelessness and creating a safer,
more inclusive, and supportive community for all residents of Los Angeles.

Thank you for your leadership and dedication to this critical issue.

Sincerely,

Damion Wagner
Downtown Neighborhood Council – Director Skid Row & City Center East
Chair of Urban Issues & Resources Committee


