
Community Impact Statement Recommendation

To: Downtown Los Angeles Neighborhood Council Board
From: Livability Committee
Date Approved by Committee: 01/11/24
For Board Consideration on: 02/13/24

Re: Council File 23-1285: Scripted Film and Television Productions / Permitting Process /
Expedite / Streamline / FilmLA / Writers Guild of America (WGA) Strike / Screen Actors
Guild-American Federation of Television and Radio Artists (SAG-AFTRA) Strike

Motion or Recommendation of the committee:

The Livability Committee recommends a vote on 23-1285.

For X
For if amended

Against unless amended

Against

Committee Vote Count: Yes (5), No (0), Abstention (0), Absent (1), Recused (0)

Summary:

With the strikes now over, we can expect a surge in production demand as employees return to work
and the industry resumes its daily operations. As the City of Los Angeles remains committed to
supporting all workers and small businesses in and supported by the entertainment industry, it must
encourage and expedite the resumption of production in the city.

The Council File instructs the Chief Legislative Analyst and the City Administrative Officer, with the
assistance of the Department of Recreation and Parks, Fire Department, Police Department, General
Services Department, Economic Workforce and Development Department, Bureau of Public Works,
and LADOT to report back in 15 days on:

(i) the resources needed to expedite and streamline the permitting process for scripted film and
television productions with FilmLA;

(ii) an evaluation of any City fees associated with these productions and potential beneficial
adjustments to them;

(iii) any changes in policy or administrative practices that could be made temporarily or permanently to
facilitate and expedite the resumption of local production.

https://dlanc.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/CF-23-1285.pdf


With the strikes now over, we can expect a surge in production demand as employees return to work 
and the industry resumes its daily operations. As the City of Los Angeles remains committed to 
supporting all workers and small businesses in and supported by the entertainment industry, it must 
encourage and expedite the resumption of production in the city.

As each strike resulted in a work stoppage lasting more than 100 days, many employers laid off 
workers or reduced employee hours or wages. In August 2023 alone, the film, music, and TV 
industries lost 17,000 jobs. Other businesses that reply on production were similarly adversely 
impacted.

The entertainment industry plays a vital role in economic growth for Los Angeles, as each film and 
television series employs roughly 300 crew members, ranging from carpenters and caterers to set 
designers and personal assistants, aside from actors and directors. Overall, it brings in over $30 
billion to the State of California and more than $100 billion in tourism. Additionally, the entertainment 
industry, including actors and production staff, supports countless small businesses locally.

On July 14, 2023, over 60,000 members of the Screen Actors Guild-American Federation of 
Television and Radio Artists (SAG-AFTRA) joined the Writers Guild of America (WGA) on the picket 
lines to demand new contracts with the Alliance of Motion Picture and Television Producers (AMPTP). 
This marked the first simultaneous strike by the two unions since 1960 and applied to 160,000 
members, including actors, writers, and dancers, most of whom reside in Los Angeles. As of 
November 9, 2023, both strikes have officially ended and new contract agreements have been 
presented to both unions for review.
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I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council instruct the Chief Legislative Analyst, with the assistance 
of the Department of Recreation and Parks, Fire Department, Police Department, General Services 
Department, Economic Workforce and Development Department, and Bureau of Public Works, to 
report back in 15 days on:

(i) the resources needed to expedite and streamline the permitting process for scripted film 
and television productions with FilmLA;
(ii) an evaluation of any City fees associated with these productions and potential beneficial 
adjustments to them; and
(iii) any changes in policy or administrative practices that could be made temporarily or 
permanently to facilitate and expedite the resumption of local production.
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NOV 1 4 2023 seconded BY:

PRESENTED BY:Ol ( 

PAUL KREKORIAN 
Councilmember, 2nd District/ musaonee SI



ITEM 40 
MOTION 

 
 

I HEREBY MOVE that Council AMEND the moving clause contained in MOTION (KREKORIAN 
– PADILLA, ET AL.) relative to resources needed to expedite filming permits, evaluation of City 
fees associated with film and television production, and means of streamlining local production 
after union strikes; for Item 40 on today’s Council Agenda (Council file No. 23-1285), as follows:  
 
INSTRUCT the Chief Legislative Analyst and the City Administrative Officer, with the 
assistance of the Department of Recreation and Parks, Los Angeles Fire Department, Los 
Angeles Police Department, Department of General Services, Economic and Workforce 
Development Department, Department of Public Works, and the Los Angeles Department of 
Transportation, to report back in 15 days on: 
 

a. The resources needed to expedite and streamline the permitting process for scripted film 
and television productions with FilmLA. 
 

b. An evaluation of any City fees associated with these productions and potential beneficial 
adjustments to them.  
 

c. Any changes in policy or administrative practices that could be made temporarily or 
permanently to facilitate and expedite the resumption of local production. 

  
 

 
 
     PRESENTED BY___________________________ 
                        PAUL KREKORIAN 

                     Councilmember, 2nd District 
  
 
   
     SECONDED BY ___________________________ 
             JOHN S. LEE 

                     Councilmember, 12th District 
        

 
 

December 12, 2023 

CF 23-1285 


