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APPLICATION TO THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR FOR CONDITIONAL USE 
PERMIT– ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE SERVICE 

APPLICANT:  ANGEL CITY BELL, LLC 

PREMISES:  801 W. 7TH STREET, LOS ANGELES, CA 90017 

REFERENCE:  PER LAMC 12.24-W,1, A PLAN APPROVAL TO ALLOW THE 
SALE AND DISPENSING OF A FULL LINE OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES FOR ON-SITE CONSUMPTION IN CONJUNCTION 
WITH A 2,190 SQUARE-FOOT, 36-SEAT FULL-SERVICE 
RESTAURANT WITH HOURS OF OPERATION FROM 8:00AM 
TO 2:00AM DAILY AND LOCATED IN THE C2-4D ZONE. 

 

Project Description   

Angel City Bell, LLC, dba Taco Bell Cantina (“Restaurant”), requests a Conditional Use Permit 
(“CUB”) to allow the sale of a full line of alcoholic beverages for on-site consumption under a 
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (“ABC”) Type 47 license in conjunction with a 2,139 
square-foot, 36-seat full-service restaurant located at 801 W. 7th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90017. 
Hours of operation will be from 8:00 am to 2:00 am daily.  
 
Taco Bell Cantina is an upscale variant of the popular Taco Bell restaurant. The Restaurant’s menu 
will consist of items familiar to the Taco Bell restaurants, including a variety of tacos, burritos, 
nachos, and quesadillas. As an accompaniment to the food items, the Restaurant desires to provide 
a unique offering of alcoholic beverages including beer, wine, seltzers, margaritas, and Twisted 
Freezes.  
 
The Restaurant will have 36 seats in the dining area. Alcoholic beverages will not be sold through 
the walk-up window – only at the service counter located inside the Restaurant. The Restaurant 
employs approximately 20 employees. Managers and employees will regularly monitor the dining 
area to observe alcohol consumption. To ensure that alcoholic beverages are served and consumed 
in a responsible manner, Taco Bell Cantina will provide security guard as deemed appropriate 
during all hours of operations. All employees serving alcoholic beverages will undergo training 
that focuses on responsible alcoholic beverage service and recognizing visible signs of 
intoxication.  
 
The Restaurant is located in Downtown Los Angeles on 7th Street the C2-4D Zone. The proposed 
use is appropriate for this commercial zone. It anticipated that the Restaurant will be welcomed by 
the Downtown Los Angeles community.  
 
General Findings  

i. That the project will enhance the built environment in the surrounding neighborhood or 
will perform a function or provide a service that is essential or beneficial to the community, 
city, or region. 
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The approval of a CUB for the sale of alcoholic beverages will allow the Restaurant to provide a 
beneficial service to the surrounding neighborhood. The Restaurant offers a popular, inexpensive 
menu that many other restaurants in the area do not offer. Allowing the sale of alcoholic beverages 
at the Restaurant will provide a benefit to patrons of the Restaurant because they will be able to 
enjoy alcoholic beverages with their meals. The activity associated with the Restaurant is buffered 
from nearby residences by the adjacent streets and businesses.  

ii. That the project’s location, size, height, operations and other significant features will be 
compatible with and will not adversely affect or further degrade adjacent properties, the 
surrounding neighborhood, or the public health, welfare, and safety. 

The project’s size, height, and operations are consistent with the surrounding neighborhood. While 
Taco Bell Cantina will make interior and exterior improvements to the property, there will be no 
modifications to the property’s current size or height. Taco Bell Cantina is compatible with the 
adjacent properties, which consist of commercial and residential uses. Taco Bell Cantina will add 
to the diversification of commercial activities in the area and will not adversely affect the 
surrounding neighborhood. The proposed hours of operation are reasonable, and the sale of alcohol 
provides a convenience to the surrounding neighborhood. Taco Bell Cantina responsibly operates 
other restaurants with liquor licenses throughout the State and it will responsibly operate this 
location. Taco Bell Cantina is a respected business and is not known to attract crime or other 
undesirable activity.  

Further, the approval of the CUB will not adversely affect or further degrade the public health, 
welfare, and safety of the community. Instead, Taco Bell Cantina will promote the welfare and 
public health of the community by providing a restaurant that offers inexpensive food and 
beverages. Taco Bell Cantina will also contribute to the local economy by providing local jobs and 
tax revenue to the City.  

iii. That the project substantially conforms with the purpose, intent and provisions of the 
General Plan, the applicable community plan, and any applicable specific plan. 

The Central City Plan Map designates the property for Regional Center Commercial land uses 
with corresponding zones of CR, C2, C4, C5, M2, and M3. The subject property is zoned C2-4D, 
and a restaurant use is permitted by right in the C2 Zone.  

The Community Plan text is silent as to the issue of alcohol sales. In such cases, the Zoning 
Administrator must interpret the intent of the Plan. The sale of alcohol in conjunction with a new 
restaurant will provide a service and amenity to the community. Given the numerous standard 
conditions of approval, and the fact that this request is for the sale of alcohol incidental to food 
service, the proposed project substantially conforms to the purpose, intent and provision of the 
General Plan.   

The request is in keeping with the goals for a Regional Center which promotes this type of 
revitalization and uses that cater to not only local needs but also to regional needs. The Plan 
encourages new uses which strengthen the economic base and which promote pedestrian oriented 
areas. The additional amenities that the request allows will further advance the Plan's objectives. 



3 
 

The request is in keeping with the objectives of the Central City Community Plan, which seeks to 
promote land uses that will address the needs of visitors to Downtown for business, conventions, 
trade shows, and tourism and improve the area's competitiveness.  

The property is planned, zoned and in the process of development for regional-serving commercial 
uses. Taco Bell Cantina will provide substantial benefits and convenience to the residential 
population on the subject site and in the surrounding vicinity.  

 

Additional Findings 

i. Explain how the proposed use will not adversely affect the welfare of the pertinent 
community. 

The sale of alcoholic beverages in conjunction with a full-service restaurant will not adversely 
affect the welfare of the community. The subject property is zoned for commercial uses and a 
restaurant is an appropriate use for the zone. The inclusion of alcoholic beverage sales enhances 
the Restaurant’s operations and provides patrons with the convenience of purchasing alcoholic 
beverages with their meals. The sale of a full line of alcoholic beverages is consistent with Taco 
Bell Cantina’s retail practices at other restaurants throughout California and Taco Bell Cantina’s 
customers expect a restaurant of this nature to offer alcoholic beverages. The approval of a CUB 
for the sale of alcoholic beverages at this location is desirable to the public convenience and 
welfare. 

The proposed use will not adversely affect the economic welfare of the community. The Restaurant 
is anticipated to positively impact the value of nearby properties and improve the economic vitality 
of the area via increases in taxable revenue and local employment. Ample lighting, security, and 
supervision will be provided to ensure that there will be no adverse effect on the welfare of the 
surrounding community. Therefore, the proposed alcohol sales will not be materially detrimental 
to the character of the development in the neighborhood. 

ii. Explain how the approval of the application will not result in or contribute to an undue 
concentration of such establishments. 

The subject use is in an area planned and designed to provide regional commercial uses, with a 
pedestrian friendly atmosphere. Investment from well-operated venues supports the vitality of 
the community. While providing alcohol sales, the location will also be a focal point for needed 
services identified specifically for this area in the Community Plan.   
 
The proposed restaurant is located where there is a large employment base, tourist trade, and a 
growing residential population. Although the approval of the alcoholic beverage license will 
exceed the allocated number for the census tract, it is not an undue concentration as it is 
located in a Regional Center where planning policy concentrates commercial activity. An 
overconcentration of ABC licenses is only considered "undue" when an additional alcohol-
selling establishment would adversely affect the neighborhood. When the approval benefits the 
public welfare or convenience, the overconcentration is not considered undue. The 
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incorporation of operating conditions created with cooperation from LAPD will ensure the safety 
of the restaurant patrons and the project residents.   
 
The subject use balances the need for a residential-friendly use with an orientation and 
buffering within the regional commercially planned development. The addition of this license, 
when weighed against the added value to be provided, and when compared to the nature and 
intensity of commercial and residential development in the surrounding area, does not unduly 
concentrate licenses for the sale of alcoholic beverages. 
 

iii. Explain how the approval of the application will not detrimentally affect nearby 
residential zones or uses. 

The Restaurant is located in an area predominantly commercial in nature. Nearby residents are 
accustomed to restaurants in the surrounding area and they will benefit from the convenience of 
the Restaurant within walking distance of their residences. The nearest residential units are one 
block from the Restaurant, buffered by the adjacent intersection and other nearby businesses. The 
activity that occurs within the Restaurant will be self-contained and limited to the interior, thus 
shielding nearby residential uses from noise impacts. The residents in the area will not be 
detrimentally affected by the Restaurant’s operation. 
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Photo Exhibit
801 W. 7th Street
Los Angeles, CA 90017

Aerial Reference



1. View of subject site

2. Northward view of abutting uses, Flower St.



3. Southeast view at Flower/7th Intersection

4. South view across Flower/7th intersection from subject site



5. View southeast on 7th St.

6. View northwest on 7th St.



7. Southeast view at 7th St. / Lebanon St. Corner

8. Southwest view of abutting uses on Flower st.
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PROJECT INFORMATION A

PROJECT INFORMATION

Requested Entitlement A Conditional Use permit pursuant to
section 12.24 w 1 of the LAMC to allow
the on-site sale & dispensing of full line
of alcoholic beverages in conjuction
with the operation of a restaurant.

Site Address 801 W. 7th Street, Los Angeles, CA
90017

Legal Description APN #5144008009 Sub of Land known as
BLK 22 1/2 and being a part of
Hancock's survey Ex of St Lot 1 & SE
12.5 ft Ex of St of Lot 2 BLK 22 1/2

Zoning C2-4D

Lot Area 7,378 SF

Allowable Density N/A; Commercial

Increased Density Incentives Used N/A; Commercial

Proposed Density N/A; Commercial

Proposed Tenant Space 2,139 SF - Former Restaurant and Nail
Salon

Existing Housing Units on Site N/A; Commercial

Existing Gross Floor Area 7,082 SF inclusive of Basement. 5,650 SF
Ground Floor

Project Description/Proposed Use Retail: Food and Beverage

Proposed New Construction Area N/A

Proposed Addtion/Remodeled Area 2,139 SF

Construction Type(s) (Optional)

Occupancy Type(s) (Optional)

Permeable,LIght-Colored &/or Shaded Hardscape
Areas %

> 20% of the hardscape area within 15
years

Existing Trees 4

Proposed Seat Count 36

SUMMARY TABLE

Building Height Existing 1 Story

Floor Area Ratio (FAR) No Change

Lot Coverage (Optional) No Change

Front Yard None

Side Yard None

Rear Yard None

Parking Spaces Provided : None, Required : None

EV-capable & EV Charging Station (Installed EVCS)
Parking Spaces

None

Bicycle Parking, Long-Term/Short-Term None

Required Open Space N/A; Commercial

Required Landscaping N/A

Required Trees N/A

Common Outdoor Open Space N/A

Private Open Space N/A
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GENERAL INFORMATION A

AREA CALCULATIONS

SEATING AREA/FOH 773 SF

COMMUNAL WASHROOMS 210 SF

KITCHEN 866 SF

WALK-IN 120 SF

STORAGE 170 SF

TOTAL 2,139 SF

SEATING CALCULATIONS

TOTAL SEATS PROVIDED 36

PROVIDED ADA ACCESSIBLE SEATS 2

PERCENTAGE OF ADA SEATS PROVIDED 5

LEGEND B

ALCOHOL STORAGE/ DISPLAY/
SERVICE AREA
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