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COCO Accessories, LLC 
645 S. Hill Street. 
Los Angeles, CA 90014 
 
Findings for approval of a Zoning Administrators Action:  12.24 W.33 – Pawnbroker CUP 
 
Background 
 
COCO Accessories, LLC is requesting a Conditional Use Permit to allow pawnbroker services in 
conjunction with the existing jewelry store. Pawnbroker is a permitted use in the C5 zone with a CUP. 
The pawnbroker component will be ancillary to jewelry, handbag and watch sales. There would be no 
exterior modifications. The only interior modification world be a metal mesh enclosure in the rear to 
secure merchandise after hours. The applicant would like to include the following items be allowed to 
be pawned:  
-       Watches 
-       Loose Gemstones 
-       Precious Metals 
-       Coins 
-       Designer handbags  
-       Crystal 
-       Memorabilia  
-       Antiques 
-       Art 

COCO Accessories is located on at 645 S. Hill Street right in the middle of the Jewelry District.  
The Los Angeles Jewelry District (also known as the Diamond District) are the six blocks located 
between 5th and 8th Street with Olive and Broadway as perimeter streets. Most of the 5,000 jewelry 
stores in the Diamond District are located on Hill Street. The surrounding businesses are all jewelry 
store that both buy and sell. Security measures currently in place include surveillance cameras 
covering the entirety of the interior as well as the exterior of the building. Our system is monitored  
24/7 by Choice Alarm located at 2847 W. 8th Street, Los Angeles CA 90005. 
 
The subject property consists of an 8,940 square foot C5-4D zone lot. The address is 645 S. Hill 
Street. The assessor Parcel Number is 5144-003-027.  The Community Plan Area is Central City. 
The General Plan Land Use is Regional Center Commercial. This site is currently developed with a 
1,056 square foot one story commercial retail building constructed in 2000 under building permit 
00010-30000-02035. Paragon Parking Lots manage the parking lot. Their hours of operation are 
Monday thru Saturday 8:30 am to 6:00 pm. Overnight parking is not allowed. COCO Accessories 
LLC, a jewelry, handbag and watch repair store, occupies the building. The store has been operating 
at this location since January 1, 2020. The store currently employees 3 people. The store hours are 
Monday – Saturday 10:00 am to 4:30 pm. The Los Angeles Business Tax Registration Number is 
0003247314-0001-6. 
 
The subject property is a level, rectangular-shaped, interior parcel of land on the west side of Hill Street 
between 6th and 7th Streets. Surroundings properties are within the C5-4D zone and is characterized by 
tall multi-story historical buildings and fully improved streets. Hill Street is heavily traveled with 
passenger cars, large trucks and various modes of public transportation. The neighboring properties in 
the area all appear to be developed with similar retail jewelry stores. 



1. The project will enhance the built environment in the surrounding neighborhood or will 
perform a function or provide a service that is essential or beneficial to the community, 
city, or region.  
 
The Pawnbroker will provide a needed service to the community. Pawn Shops sometimes hold 
negative connotations for various reasons, but are highly overlooked for what they can bring to 
a community and the positive benefits they offer. Here are some examples of ways your our 
pawn shop will benefit the community. 

1. Provides quick convenient money.  
If you’ve ever needed money fast, applying for a loan is going to be a tedious process and take 
time. Pawnshops are able to evaluate the worth of an item you bring in to borrow against and 
quickly give you a price so that you can walk out the door soon after with cash in hand. 

1. Poor or no credit.  
Pawning does not affect your credit score nor do we look at your credit score when you are loaning 
against an item. If you are unable to pay back your loan, the worst case scenario is that you forfeit 
your item. No one comes after you for your money and you don’t receive a bunch of spam calls.  

1. Cannot obtain traditional loans. 
People generally think of pawning smaller items when they think of Pawn Shops, but if you need 
larger loans and have items of large value you can receive the value in cash of that item. Pawn 
shops offer a valuable alternative to traditional financing.  
 
The pawn industry is one of the most heavily regulated industries. These regulations are in place to 
protect consumers and ensure that pawn shops are benefiting local communities. Because of all of 
the regulations that are in place for the pawn industry, you can feel confident buying and selling items 
at a pawn shop, knowing that the shop is held to certain standards designed to protect consumers. 
 
2. The project location, size, height, operations and other significant features will be 
compatible with and will not adversely affect or further degrade adjacent properties, the 
surrounding neighborhood, or public health welfare, and safety. 
 
The neighboring properties in the area all appear to be developed with similar retail jewelry 
stores. The proposed pawnbroker service in conjunction with the existing jewelry establishment 
will not be detrimental to the health, safety, morals, comfort, or general welfare of the persons 
working in the community, nor injurious or detrimental to the property and existing improvements 
in the community of the subject property, or the the general welfare of the City of Los Angeles.  
 
The granting of the CUP will result in development compatible and consistent with the surrounding 
uses in that all the existing neighboring properties. All of these characteristics make the location of 
this proposed use proper in relation to the adjacent uses and the development of the community. 
 
3. The project substantially conforms with the purpose, intent, and provisions of the 
General Plan, the Community Plan, and applicable Specific Plan. 
 
The Community Plan Area is Central City. The General Plan Land Use is Regional Center 
Commercial.  That the zone is C5 allows a variety of commercial uses, including jewelry stores 
by right. Pawnbroker business is allowed with the approval of a CUP. Our proposed use is 
consistent with the intent of the land use designation.  
 
The property is not currently within the area of any Specific Plan or interim control ordinances.  
However, the Los Angeles Municipal Code allows the Zoning Administrator to grant us the 
requested CUP in the existing C5 and as such, the location is in harmony with the various 
elements and objectives of the General Plan. 
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