Community Impact Statement Recommendation

To: Downtown Los Angeles Neighborhood Council Board
From: Livability Committee

Date Approved by Committee: 05/12/22

For Board Consideration on: 06/14/22

Re: Council File 22-0123 - City Medians and Unimproved Medians / Repairs and Improvements
| Resources / Environmentally Sustainable Components

Motion or Recommendation of the committee:

The Livability Committee recommends a vote on CF 21-1386.

For X
For if amended

Against

Committee Vote Count: Yes (5), No (0), Abstention (0), Absent (1), Recused (0)

Summary:

The Council File instructs the Bureau of Street Services to report on the City's inventory of medians
and median condition, the additional resources that would be needed to make necessary repairs and
improvements to and to adequately maintain improved medians, and on the Bureau's plans and
needed resources to design, install, and maintain improvements for unimproved medians throughout
the City, incorporating environmentally sustainable components.

The goal of the motion is to ensure that the City devotes sufficient resources to provide all
communities with a well-maintained public right of way. Currently, due to the City typically requiring
third parties to sponsor maintenance, median landscaping tends to be lacking in disadvantaged
communities.
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June 14, 2022

Re: Community Impact Statement on CF 21-1386: City Medians and Unimproved Medians / Repairs
and Improvements / Resources / Environmentally Sustainable Components

To Whom It May Concern:

At our regularly held public meeting on June 14, 2022, the Board of Directors of the Downtown Los Angeles
Neighborhood Council (“DLANC”) voted to provide the following comments below:

The Downtown Los Angeles Neighborhood Council submits this Community Impact Statement
in support of CF 21-1386: City Medians and Unimproved Medians / Repairs and Improvements /
Resources / Environmentally Sustainable Components.

DLANC supports the findings of StreetsLA's April 6, 2022 report-back and the incorporation of
drought-tolerant plants, water-efficient irrigation, and permeable surfaces to the City's street medians.

DLANC recommends that StreetsLA further include efforts to reduce the urban heat island index by adding
'Cool Pavement' to unimproved median islands and seek relevant grant funding in order to convert these
medians in burdened communities.

DLANC supports StreetsLA's request to refund necessary positions lost during the 2009-2011 financial crisis
to maintain and repair unimproved medians islands (CF 18-0879).

Additionally, we ask that the City Council fund these positions for FY 2022-23 and also the Council,
StreetsLA, and other relevant city departments use SB1 funds as a way to improve and maintain these

medians.

* SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY DLANC BOARD OF DIRECTORS ON JUNE 14, 2022*

Sincerely,

Claudia Oliveira Debby Zhou


http://www.dlanc.com
mailto:DLANC@EMPOWERLA.ORG

President, Chair,
DLANC DLANC Livability Committee

CC: Council District 14 (via email)



PUBLIC WORKS

MOTION

The City of Los Angeles has a large number of medians in the public right of way that are or could be
landscaped. These landscaped medians provide important environmental and beautification benefits to
neighborhoods, and are often a source of community pride. The unmaintained medians have the
potential to provide similar benefits.

Unfortunately, the City historically has not devoted sufficient resources to properly maintain existing
landscaped medians, much less make improvements to other medians. Currently, the City generally will
not permit new landscaping on medians without a third-party commitment to on-going watering and
maintenance. Because entities with the ability and interest to sponsor median landscaping are
underrepresented in disadvantaged communities, our current policies are inequitable.

The recently-enacted federal Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act and additional State spending
made possibly by recent budget surpluses may provide opportunities to increase City spending on
median maintenance. But irrespective of the available of outside funding, the City should ensure that it
devotes sufficient resources to provide all communities with a well-maintained public right of way.

| THEREFORE MOVE that the Bureau of Street Services be instructed to report on the City's inventory of
medians and median condition, the additional resources that would be needed to make necessary
repairs and improvements to and to adequately maintain improved medians, and on the Bureau's plans
and needed resources to design, install, and maintain improvements for unimproved medians
throughout the City, incorporating environmentally sustainable components.
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ltem No. 9

MOTION

| HEREBY MOVE that Council AMEND the PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE REPORT
relative to the condition of the City's medians and additional resources that would be needed to

make necessary repairs and improvements (Item No. 9, Council file No. 21-1386, Wednesday,
January 12, 2022 Council meeting) to ADD:

AND for StreetsLA - Urban Forestry Division to collaborate with LASAN’s biodiversity
team, the Community Forest Advisory Committee with the input of California Native
Plant Society to be included as part of the report, and for these departments to seek
additional public funding, including from Measure W and the newly unveiled California
budget that includes nature-based solutions to climate mitigation, and community
resilience funding.”

PRESENTED BY
BOB BLUMENFIELD
Councilmember, 3rd District

SECONDED BY
MONICA RODRIGUEZ
Councilmember, 7th District

January 12, 2022
CF 21-1386
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