PLANNING & LAND USE MANAGEMENT
MOTION

Section 22.171.10 ofthe Administrative Code provides that the City Council, the Cultural
Heritage Commission, or the Director of Planning, may initiate consideration of a proposed site,
building, or structure as a Historical-Cultural Monument. The Cultural Heritage Commission, after
reviewing and investigating any such Council-initiated designation shall approve or disapprove in
whole or in part the proposed inclusion and submit a report upon such action to the Council. In
addition, Section 22.171.12 of the Administrative Code provides that there shall be a temporary
stay of demolition, substantial alteration or removal or any such proposed location or structure
pending designation.

The property located at 612-616 South Broadway, Desmond's Department Store, is
individually eligible for City of Los Angeles Historic Cultural Monument designation for both its
historic associations and architectural merit. Desmond's is significant for the important
contribution it made to the development of Broadway as the City’s prime commercial corridor in
the first half of the 20th century; the subject property is listed in the National Register of Historic
Places as a contributor to the Broadway Theater and Commercial District. It is also important as
the much-celebrated eighth home of Desmond’s, a local department store chain founded as a hat
store in 1862 and which expanded to 19 stores at its peak.

In addition, Desmond's is significant for its associations with master architect Albert C.
Martin, Sr. and architect Frank L, Stiff. It is also notable for its early 20th century Spanish Baroque
commercial architecture with characteristic 1930s Streamline Modeme alterations. The period of
significance of the property is 1924 to 1973. 1924 reflecting the construction of the subject
property for the Desmond’s chain, and 1973 reflecting Desmond’s closing at the subject property.

It is imperative that the City’s historic-cultural treasures be celebrated, and foremost, that
its historical sites be preserved for future generations.

| THEREFORE MOVE that the Council initiate consideration of the property located at
612-616 South Broadway, Los Angeles, CA 90014, Desmond's Department Store, as a City
Historic-Cultural Monument under the procedures of Section 22.171.10 of the Administrative
Code, and instruct the Planning Department to prepare the Historic Cultural Monument application
for review and consideration by the Cultural Heritage Commission.

I FURTHERMOVE that after reviewing the application, the Cultural Heritage
Commission submit its report and recommendation to the Council regarding the inclusion ofthe
property located at 612-616 South Broadway, Los Angeles, CA 90014, in the City’s list of
Historic-Cultural Monuments.
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